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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97-1.98, Applicants hereby submit the following references for 
consideration by the Examiner. Copies of the references are enclosed along with a completed 
copy of Form PTO-1449. 



I. 



DISCLOSURE 



A. U.S. Patents 



Patent No. 



Inventor 



6,388,906 Bl Ferstenberg 
6,603,672 Bl Dengetal. 

B. U.S. Patent Application Publications 
Publication No. Inventor 



2003-0067303 



Huber et al. 



C. Foreign Patent References 
Reference No. Country 

195 08 348 A 1 Germany 
197 41 300 A 1 Germany 
101 55 1 82 Al Germany 
101 48 740 A 1 Germany 



II. 



DISCUSSION 



Issue Date 

05/14/02 
08/05/03 

Publication Date 

04/10/03 

Publication Date 

09/12/96 
03/25/99 
05/29/02 
04/17/03 



A. U.S. Patent No. 6.388.906 

The '906 patent reference was cited as an X-type reference in a Search Report for 
corresponding German patent application 102 41 036.4. An X-type reference is pertinent when 
taken alone. 



B. 



German Reference No. 195 08 348 



Based solely on the drawings and the enclosed English language abstract, the '348 patent 
reference is pertinent because it appears to disclose a bridge rectifier network having three 
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thyristors, controllable by a pulse generator, and three uncontrolled diodes. The '348 patent 
reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report for corresponding German patent 
application 102 41 036.4. An A-type reference is not considered pertinent to patentability and 
provides technical background. 

C German Reference No. 197 41 300 

Based solely on the drawings and the enclosed English language abstract, the '300 patent 
reference is pertinent because it appears to disclose a circuit arrangement to charge a condenser 
for a converter containing a fan motor with at least one motor winding assigned to at least one 
rectifier branch. The '300 patent reference was cited as an A-type reference in a Search Report 
for corresponding German patent application 102 41 036.4. 

D. German Reference No. 101 55 182 

Based solely on the drawings and the enclosed English language abstract, the '182 patent 
reference is pertinent because it appears to disclose a system that has two power conversion 
stages, one stage selectively rectifies a signal and the other stage selectively modifies the 
frequency of the signal. It is believed that U.S. Patent No. 6,603,672 corresponds to the '182 
patent reference. The ' 1 82 patent reference was cited as a Y-type reference in a Search Report 
for corresponding German patent application 102 41 036.4. A Y-type reference is pertinent 
when combined with one or more Y-type references. 

E. German Reference No. 101 48 740 

Based solely on the drawings and the enclosed English language abstract, the '740 patent 
reference is pertinent because it appears to disclose a method for fault monitoring for a power 
rectifier drive, wherein a switch for connecting a current rectifier to a voltage source is only 
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activated when the potential of a capacitor terminal changes by a preset amount. It is believed 
that U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003-0067303 corresponds to the '740 patent 
reference. The '740 patent reference was cited as an A-type and D-type reference in a Search 
Report for corresponding German patent application 102 41 036.4. 

III. CONCLUSION 

It is believed that none of these references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest 
the invention claimed. However, Applicants wish to make it clear that the disclosure of the 
above references is in no way an admission that they qualify as prior art. It is Applicants' desire, 
however, to have these references available in the record for both the Examiner and the public to 
see. Applicants therefore request that the Examiner review the entire disclosure of each 
reference and make the above-listed references of record. 



BRINKS HOFER 

GILSON & LIONE 
P.O.Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312)321-4200 

Dated: December 23,2003 



Respectfully submitted, 




JohraC. Freeman 
Registration No. 34,483 
Attorney for Applicants 
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Small entity status of this application under 37 CFR § 1.27 has been established by verified statement previously 
submitted. 

Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR1 .27. 

Petition for a month extension of time. 

No additional fee is required. 
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to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

I hereby petition under 37 CFR § 1.136(a) for any extension of time required to ensure that this paper is timely filed. 
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JohriyC. Freeman 
Registration No. 34,483 
Attorney for Applicant 
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(312) 321-4200 
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